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In this edition, we feature the Basic Skills Collection, which covers the
topics of reading, writing, math and numeracy, and health literacy. Each month
Collections News features one of the three LINCS Resource Collections—
Basic Skills, Program Management, and Workforce Competitiveness—and
introduces research-based resources that you can use in your adult and family
literacy programs and classrooms.

What’s New in the Basic Skills Collection?

Basic Skills Algebraic Thinking in Adult Education (2010) by Myrna Manly and Lynda
Ginsburg explores the reasons that algebraic thinking is necessary for adults
to enable them to meet the demands of the workplace of the future. It also
gives the reasons that algebraic reasoning needs to be integrated early into
all levels of arithmetic instruction. This resource should help adult education
instructors of all math levels understand the importance of thinking of algebra
as a content strand integrated into arithmetic instruction and as a means of
analyzing real situations.

If you missed the discussion with Dorothea Steinke on Number Sense in Adult
Learners in March, the transcript is available at the Discussion List Events
page. The discussion focused on number sense and looked at strategies

for developing this fundamental math concept in adults. While you’re there,

Program
Management take a look at the transcript from Kate Nonesuch’s January discussion on
Dealing with Students’ Reactions to New Teaching Strategies, on the Math and

Numeracy List.

Reading Next: A Vision for Action and Research in Middle and High School
Literacy (2nd edition) is a report that provides recommendations for meeting
the needs of the eight million struggling adolescent readers and a vision

for capturing the effects of elements that work—when and for whom. While
adolescents are the target of the study, the resource has value to adult
educators. Reading Next comprises the work of five nationally known and

_ respected educational researchers and provides 15 recommendations for
Workforce teaching reading.

Competitiveness Be on the lookout for a guest discussion in May with Dr. Stephen Reder
(University Professor of Applied Linguistics at Portland State University) on
Adult Literacy Growth Over Time: Different Views With Different Lenses and
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Measures. Subscribe now to the Reading and Writing Discussion list so you
don’t miss this and other valuable discussions.

According to Learning to Write in the Laptop Classroom, using computers to
draft and revise pieces of writing have a positive effect on the quality of that
writing. Substantial positive changes were observed in each stage of the writing
process, including better access to information sources for planning and pre-
writing; easier drafting of papers; more access to feedback; more frequent

and extensive revision; and greater opportunities to publish final papers or
otherwise disseminate them to real audiences. While this study was of K-12
students, the results would be of interest to adult literacy practitioners.

By early summer a compilation of the guest discussion that was held on the
Diversity and Literacy List from March 28—April 1, 2011 will be available.
Andres Muro and Erika Mein co-facilitated this discussion called The Impact of
Domestic Violence in Adult Education.

A follow-up to last March’s Evaluating and Measuring Health Literacy
discussion with Dr. Andrew Pleasant is scheduled for May 9-16, 2011. This
follow-up discussion is the result of a workgroup formed by list members as a
response to a consensus building component in the initial discussion. An article
based on the March discussion by Dr. Pleasant and Julie McKinney, the list
moderator, has been published in Nursing Outlook, volume 59, 2011, Coming
to Consensus on Health Literacy Measurement: An Online Discussion and
Consensus-Gauging Process.

How can | learn more about the Basic Skills Resource
Collection?

Students need a strong foundation in reading, writing, math, and numeracy to
be successful in GED preparation, in work readiness programs, and in post-
secondary education and training. The resources in the Basic Skills Collection
that will assist in providing this foundation include research articles, materials,
and curriculum based on research, and discussion lists that can be used to ask
questions and share ideas. To subscribe to the Reading and Writing, Math and
Numeracy, Health Literacy, or Diversity and Literacy Discussion Lists, go to
http://lincs.ed.gov/lincs/discussions/discussions.html.

Visit the Basic Skills Resource Collection for additional resources. Contact
these Basic Skills Collection content experts for additional information and

to learn more about the resources, technical assistance, and professional
development opportunities that are available at no cost: Reading and Writing,
Drucie Weirauch, dcw113@psu.edu, and Dianna Baycich, dbaycich@literacy.
kent.edu; Math and Numeracy, Jean Stephens, stephej2@ohio.edu; and Health
and Literacy, Julie McKinney, julie_mcKinney@worlded.org.

This project is supported by funds from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult
Education, through CFDA 84.2567T, LINCS Regional Resource Center Grant No. X257T060001.
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What is LINCS?

LINCS is a project funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of
Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), providing online information and
communication networks for adult and family literacy practitioners. LINCS’
offerings include Discussion Lists, Regional Resource Centers, the
Collections, and training opportunities. Learn more about LINCS on the
Web site, http://lincs.ed.gov.

What will | find in the New LINCS Resource Collections?

The three LINCS Resource Collections, expanded in 2010, include items

that have completed a rigorous internal and external review as well as those
vetted through OVAE. Use these resources directly in the classroom or to
guide development of customized professional development, programs, and
classes. You can find more information about the Resource Collections on the
LINCS Web site.

This project is supported by funds from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult
Education, through CFDA 84.2567T, LINCS Regional Resource Center Grant No. X257T060001.
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