OCTAE and CAST: Improving ABE
A teacher writes on a whiteboard.  
Two students begin a construction project. 
 
Narrator: In the United States Adult Basic Education programs provide roughly 2.6 million adults a year with the instruction they need to complete their high school diploma or to enroll in higher education classes.  
A crowd of people appear over a map of the United States. 
Text on screen – 
2.6 Million.  
 
A circle appears with an icon of a graduate in cap and gown. 
Text on screen –  
High School Diploma. 
 
A circle appears with an icon of a classical-style building. 
Text on screen – 
Higher Education. 
 
But unlike the more standardized K-12 experience, there is no clear, agreed-upon best model for Adult Basic Education. 
A teacher instructs rows of elementary-age students. 
 
Adults learners are incredibly diverse and ABE teachers often come from a variety of other fields outside of education, sometimes with little formal training in teaching adults. 
Four different scenes of adults learners appear one after the other. One group of students sits in rows, another in a circle around a speaker, another group sits on stairs in a library, and in the last scene a woman learns virtually on her laptop. 
 
All of these factors lead to an enormous variability in how, where and when adult education happens.  
Students walk through a hallway. 
Teachers instruct adult learners in a variety of settings. 
  
To address these challenges, the Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education in partnership with CAST has developed seven online modules to help ABE teachers, administrators and programs create an educational environment where all of their students can thrive. 
Logos for the Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education and CAST appear on a white background. 
 
A list of the names of the seven modules cascade onto the screen. 
 
Text on screen –  
Modules 
1. It all Starts with the Goal 
2. Learning that Works for All 
3. Making Math Matter 
4. Making Reading & Writing Matter 
5. Building Communities for Learning 
6. Self-Advocacy for Work & Learning 
7. Improving Systems for Adult Education 
 
Young adult students collaborate in the classroom. 
 
Based on the principles of Universal Design for Learning, the modules feature engaging video case studies, key ideas in Adult Ed, pro tips and activities that educators can use in their classrooms right away. 
On a tablet, a hand scrolls through a graphic of the Universal Design for Learning Guidelines. 
 
Text on screen – 
Universal Design for Learning. 
 
An adult educator from one of the modules’ video case studies appears.  
A diverse group of educators, students, and experts appear in a grid of nine different boxes. 
 
Students and teachers engage in discussion while moving Post-it notes on a table. 
 
These free modules were designed with the help of current ABE instructors and administrators with the idea that they can be widely shared within adult education programs. 
A screen capture of the seven modules on the LINCS website. The user’s mouse clicks on “Here’s Your Challenge,” which opens a page featuring one of the site’s video case studies. 
 
Visit LINCS’ website to get started today. 
Text on screen – 
Visit 
www.lincs.ed.gov 

