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	Report Item
	

	# of subscribers at the beginning of the year

	606

	# of subscribers at the end of the year

	660


	# of posts for the year

	1,009


	"Highlights"
	1) After a message about the topic of accommodations appeared on her List, Daphne Greenberg and I posted follow-up questions and responses back and forth to expand and enrich the discussions between her Poverty, Race, Women & Literacy Discussion List and the Learning Disabilities List. This conversation and resulting posts on both of our Lists began in March and ran for six (6) additional days into April 2008. It stimulated much additional conversation and awareness on both Lists. It also facilitated the concept of communities of practice between Lists. Similar events took place between the LD Discussion List and the Technology List.
2) I have noticed that subscribers have asked for more information on resources, suggestions for practice, and research, etc. 
3) There were several very good spontaneous discussions this quarter. One discussion was initiated by Tom Sticht who posted a provocative message on the topic of "Whole Language and Phonics Methods in Adult Reading Instruction." Another lengthy discussion was initiated by Glenn Young. These both led directly into the planned guest discussion on Dyslexia beginning on September 22, 2008 with a follow-up discussion on Curriculum and Materials for Dyslexics from September 25 until mid October.
4) During this year the LD Discussion List reached the highest number of subscribers (660) per quarter and the most posts (1,009) than any other year since I became moderator in January 2004. 


	List Events
	Guest Discussions

1)  Learning Disabilities and Ohio: Policies and Professional Development
January 9-11, 2008

Announcement page

http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/learningdisabilities/08ohio.html 

Full Discussion
http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/learningdisabilities/08ohio_full.html 
Guests: Sharon Reynolds and Katrina Seymour
Sharon Reynolds is the Coordinator of the Central/Southeast ABLE Resource Center in Athens, Ohio and has been in the field of education for 17 years. As Curriculum and Training Specialist C/SE ABLE Resource Center, she developed and delivered regional and statewide professional development activities that focused on working with adults with learning disabilities. She has also functioned as a teacher coach, assisting instructors in implementing curriculum in their classrooms. Sharon graduated with a BS in Education of the Hearing Impaired/Elementary Education from Trenton State College in New Jersey and received her MA in Education specializing in Curriculum and Instruction/Instructional Technology from Virginia Tech. 

Katrina Seymour has been involved in adult education in Ohio for more than 10 years. She has served in several different capacities, including as coordinator of the Pickaway County ABLE Coordinator, Pickaway County Literacy Council Coordinator, family literacy teacher, family literacy coordinator, and ABLE teacher. She has assisted with learning disabilities trainings for professionals across Ohio and was recently trained as a peer coach.

2)  The Dyslexia Research Registry: Making the Difference in Reading Research! 
September 22 - 23, 2008
Announcement page

http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/learningdisabilities/08dyslexia.html#announce 
Full Discussion
http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/learningdisabilities/08dyslexia_discussion.html 
Guest: Megan Bakan
Megan (Dixon) Bakan holds a Ph.D. from Florida State University in Cognitive Psychology. Her research areas included reading, spelling, phonological and orthographic processing and learning disabilities in adults and children. Megan obtained her Master's degree from Wright State University (Dayton, Ohio) in Applied Behavioral Science. Her studies focused on teenage pregnancy and gerontology. Her Bachelor's degree is from Xavier University (Cincinnati, Ohio) in Psychology with a Business minor.

Megan became interested in literacy and reading disabilities when working as the Volunteer Coordinator at the Miami Valley Literacy Council in Dayton, OH. Through one-on-one tutoring and assisting tutor-student pairs she became aware that many adult learners appeared to have learning disabilities that impaired their ability to learn to read and spell. During this time, she conducted research with Dr. Laura Weisel using PowerPath and EMDR.

Volunteering as a tutor and tutor trainer in adult literacy has continued to be a passion of Megan's throughout her career. She has also created and conducted family literacy workshops for Literacy Volunteers of Leon County (Tallahassee, FL). Currently, Megan is a Research Associate for the Dyslexia Research Registry and Learning Disability Center at Florida State University, funded by The National Institutes of Child Health and Human Development. 
The Dyslexia Research Registry operates in conjunction with the Florida Center for Reading Research. The primary purpose of the Dyslexia Research Registry is to facilitate research in the understanding of dyslexia by recruiting families who are interested in volunteering for projects studying reading disabilities. Families are then invited to participate in research studies. Current studies include Molecular Genetic and Behavioral Studies of Profoundly-Impaired Readers.

3)  Dyslexia: What is It? Curriculum, Teaching Techniques, and Effective Interventions
September 24, 2008 – October 13, 2008

Announcement page

http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/learningdisabilities/08dyslexia.html#announce 
Full Discussion
http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/learningdisabilities/08dyslexia_discussion.html 
Guest: Kelli Sandman-Hurley
Kelli Sandman-Hurley is a published author and researcher of dyslexia. She is an adjunct professor of reading and a tutor trainer. She has worked with low literate adults and their volunteer tutors for the past ten years. Kelli is the President of the San Diego Branch of the International Dyslexia Association, as well as a board member of the Southern California Library Literacy Network (SCLLN) and the California Library Association. She is a professional developer for California Library Literacy Services (CLLS) as well as a Literacy Consultant for the San Diego Council on Literacy. Kelli is trained in Lindamood-Bell and Wilson Reading System. She also received training by the Academy of Orton-Gillingham. She was awarded the Jane Johnson Fellowship and the Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) scholarship. Kelli has presented at numerous conferences as well as provided professional development for k-12 teachers. She is currently a doctoral candidate working on a dissertation studying adults with dyslexia at San Diego State and the University of San Diego. She is the co-founder of the Dyslexia Training Institute http://www.dyslexiatraininginstitute.org. 

As part of her discussion, Kelli will pose some questions about curriculum and teaching techniques that literacy programs use or don't use. She will elaborate on what works, what doesn't, and why. Considering the long discussion we had in the last few weeks on Whole Language, Phonics, Reading, and Phonemic Awareness, her expertise will be most enlightening and useful.
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