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Statistics 
Number of subscribers at the beginning of the year:  774
Number of subscribers at the end of the year:  907 
Highest number of subscribers during the year:  907
Number of posts for the year: 806
Highlights

The Transitions discussion listed below was a follow-up event from a similar topic held in February 2008; there was clearly high interest in assessment and transitions – the follow-up discussion yielded 85 pages of transcript.  
The guest discussion on Assessment of Noncognitive Skills was a topic previously requested by subscribers.  Several events made this very timely:  discussion on the topic began on the NLA Discussion List in August, with the guest discussion following in September on the Assessment List.  In November, one of the guests, William Sedlacek, was the keynote speaker at the annual Transitions Conference in Rhode Island.   
In July, subscribers discussed the notion of lurking and what people get out of lurking as opposed to actively posting.  This was good feedback for the moderator, who is always looking for information on how subscribers benefit from the List.  
In October, subscribers generated discussion on the new GED tests, and the pros and cons of completing the GED via computer. 
In November, the discussion turned more theoretical than usual as subscribers focused on foundations in adult education and how this affects assessment.   

List Events
September 28 - October 2:  “Assessment of Noncognitive Skills in Adult Basic Education”
Patrick Kyllonen and William Sedlacek
Announcement:  http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/assessment/09noncognitive.html 
Transcript:  http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/assessment/09noncognitive_full.html 
May 26 – 29:  “Basic Reading Skills and the Literacy of the America's Least Literate Adults: Results from the 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL) Supplemental Studies”
Sheida White and John Sabatini

Announcement:  http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/assessment/09readingskills.html  

Transcript:  http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/assessment/09readingskills_full.html 
February 2 – 6:  “Transitions of ABE and ESOL Students to Higher Opportunities”
Forrest Chisman, Tom Mechem, Wendy Quinones, Cynthia Zafft 

Announcement:  http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/assessment/09transitions.html 
Transcript:  http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/assessment/09transitions_full.html 
