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Fact and Figures 
At the beginning of 2008, there were 893 subscribers to the Adult English Language Learners Electronic Discussion List. By the end of the year there were 1015. There were a total of 1294 approved postings to the list. Of these postings, 1241 were made by subscribers and 53 were made by the moderator. The breakdown of postings per quarter was January – March 2008: 199 by subscribers/22 by moderator; April – June 2008: 469 by subscribers/ 11 by moderator; July – September 2008: 223 by subscribers/8 by moderator; and October- December 2008: 350 by subscribers/13 by moderator. 
Highlights
· The most postings were by subscribers were made during the April-June quarter, when there was a focused discussion, with Heide Spruck Wrigley as guest facilitator. See “Events” for more information on the discussion (below). 
· Long-time list moderator (since 2001) Lynda Terrill resigned from the Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) in October. Miriam Burt, also from CAL, took over the list moderator duties in the 4th quarter of the year (October-December 2008) and continues on as the list moderator. 
· Other topics that generated high interest included learner needs assessment strategies; working with literacy-level learners; using technology in the classroom; cultural concerns; how to teach immigrants to interact with police; using tutors in the classroom; using novels, including children’s literature for instruction; professional development for teachers of adult English language learners; working with multilevel classes; and transitioning adult English language learners to employment or further studies.
Events

In May there was a focused discussion with Heide Spruck Wrigley and several practitioners in Texas who were working with Dr. Wrigley on a professional development project. Over 50 subscribers participated in the discussion, which covered topics such as using the news in the classroom, teaching reading to pre- and non-literate learners, teaching comprehension strategies at higher levels, providing free reading time in classes, and supporting learning circles for teacher professional development. For a summary of the discussion, go to http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/englishlanguage/08reading.html
Unfortunately, a second planned discussion on the new citizenship exam did not take place in the third quarter of the year as hoped. Because several subscribers had expressed concern

about the (then)upcoming redesign of the U.S. naturalization exam, the then-list moderator Lynda Terrill asked officials of USCIS if they would either join a discussion on the list about the redesigned exam or answer in writing questions the subscribers asked and in mid-August, Ms. Terrill submitted subscribers and her own questions to USCIS. Her email was acknowledged but the answers were never sent back to her. When Miriam Burt took over as moderator in October, she did not follow up on this, since the test is already in use. However there have been posts on the topic as subscribers share information on the new test. 

Looking Ahead

In 2009, scheduled events include two discussion scheduled for January. The first will be on issues concerning program managers working with adult English language learners. The second will be on working with literacy level learners. Both of these topics were chosen from suggestions given by subscribers.  
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