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How the National Institute for Literacy Can Help


Case Study: Integrating Technology in the ESOL Classroom

Professional Development Problem: 

As an ESOL Program Administrator I see a wide range of challenges that teachers in our program face in integrating technology. We have a computer lab, at least one computer in each classroom connected to the Internet, three LCD/Multimedia projectors, and a cart of Alphasmart keyboards, but as far as I can see only one teacher is using this equipment. I would like the teachers to see that other ESOL teachers in our area – and around the country – are using technology in their classrooms, and how they are using it.

Questions posed by the Administrator:

1. Are other adult ESOL teachers using technology, and if so, how?

2. Is there any research on the effectiveness of using technology

3. Is there a way that teachers in my program can develop a professional development plan to improve their technology skills and knowledge?

4. How important is professional development and practice in getting comfortable with using technology? If (as I suspect) it is very important what are some ways I can support teachers in using technology?

Initial Research on the Questions sing NIFL Discussion groups, ALE Wiki

1. Are other adult ESOL teachers using technology, and if so, how?

Go To NIFL LINCS [ http://www.nifl.gov/lincs ] then to the Discussion Groups Page to see if there is a discussion forum on integrating technology.  (Slides 1-7)
2. Is there any research on the effectiveness of using technology

Go to the ALE Wiki [ http://wiki.literacytent.org ]  Technology Topic 
3. Is there a way that teachers in my program can develop a professional development plan to improve their technology skills and knowledge

In the NIFL LINCS Discussion Groups, there has been much discussion this past year about this. Go to http://adultedonline.org
4. How important is professional development and practice in getting comfortable with using technology? If (as I suspect) it is very important what are some ways I can support teachers in using technology?

Go to NIFL LINCS Discussion Lists http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/discussions/discussions.html  Then select “Search Archives.”  From menu. Type in Search “teacher” and “support”
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